f flfi student movement in bengal
Subsequently the partition of Bengal was annulled by the Government and the
ferment of the partition days died out, People took to their usual avocations and the
students left politics for books, university honours and successful careers Their interest
in politics became limited to books on political economy or philosophy—in other words,
the interest became purely academical. Thers were, no doubf, students who, led astray
by their emotional fervour, Joined revolutionary societies and committed acts of violence
in the hope that it might help in the emancipation of their motherland and some
of them had to pay the extreme penalty of law, They suffered and sacrificed but all
that was not student movement* Then came the Non-co-operation movement. The
sage of Gujerat waved his magic wand and awakened the country from its age-long
stupor. There are very few parallels of this great movement in the history of the world.
It was a mass movement embracing every section of the population, The simple student in
his class room, the middle-aged teacher with a large family, the lawyer in the lawcourt,
the peasant in the fields and the labourer in the factory—the call reached every one and
tent a thrilling, maddening impulse through every heart. A new vision of a regenerated
India goaded the people oa a thorny and perilous path. At the call of Mahatma
Gandhi and other leaders, students came out of their schools and colleges in their thousands
and joined the national movement. Some of them did good work—others could not do
much, perhaps, owing to lack of opportunities, but in any case, the part played by the
student community in the Non-co-operation Movement was, by no means, insignificant.
Then, after the Non-co-operation Movement was suspended and the country reverted
to its normal condition, the students once more went back to their books and classroom
lectures. But the idea of harnessing tbe youthful energy and rich idealism of students
was not entirely lost sight of a* d the impact of new movements in different countries
fostered and stimulated it The student movement in Russia, Germany, China and
Egypt placed before the Indian student a new philosophy of life and a new line
of action. The fact that this ancient country, enfeebled by years has got to be re-
juvenated and that the students, in addition to their academic work, must take some
part in the movement for national regeneration, was realised by eome thinkers and
workers and attempts were being made to build up an active organisation of students.
But the environs were not congenial and the movement could not make much headway.
The All-India students1 Convention was first held at Nagpur. It was h» Id at Madras
also. Conferences of the students of Bengal were held at Serajgunj, Faridpur and Krish-
nagar and attempts made for the formation of a provincial students' organisation.
Things were going on in a humdrum way when a sudden change was brought about
rather unexpectedly. The Simon Commission landed at Bombay on the 3rd February, 1928
and in response to a mandate from the Indian National Congress, there was a spontaneous
Hartal all over the country and the students also took part in the Hartal. For this they
were the victims of repression from which grew a spirit of solidarity amongst them hitherto
inconceivable. Some enthusiastic students, with a view to utilising this new spirit for
the benefit of the student community and the country, formed the Students* Organising
Committee. This committee was formed by taking representatives from almost all tbe
colleges of Calcutta and did a good deal of propaganda work to popularise the student
movement, It drafted the constitution of tbe All Bengal Students* Association and organised
the All Bengal Students' Conference. This Conference which was held on the 22 Septem-
ber 1928 under the presidency of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was of a highly representative
character and was a unique success and it brought into existence the All Bengal Students'
Association. Tbe idea that was in the minds of the organisers of this association was to
develop a country wide organisation entirely immuned and controlled by students which
will bring about a true student movement in the country. ,

